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Matthew Barrows
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Abstract:
This portfolio analyzes CNST 489 – Senior Capstone Project a class in the construction management
department of The Durham School at the University of Nebraska. The results of this analysis will be used
to improve the content delivered in class and increase the effectiveness of how the content is delivered.
This portfolio focuses specifically on how participation by the construction industry in the classroom can
increase student learning during their graduating semester. The senior level capstone class is a semester
long project based on an actual construction project that is broken down into three main deliverables
through the semester. The deliverables are a response to a request for qualification, a response to a request
for proposal, and completion of post-project award activities. The instructor co-taught this class for three
years before taking it over in the spring of 2021. During the spring 2021 and fall 2021 semesters the
instructor partnered with local general contractors to increase the number of contact hours the students
had with industry professionals in the classroom. The students in the fall 2021 section were asked to
complete a survey at the end of the semester to determine if the increased industry participation was
effective. The results indicate that most of the students felt that industry involvement was beneficial, but
one non-traditional did not agree. The instructor will utilize increased industry involvement in class for
future class sessions and will continue to assess the effectiveness during class evaluations and exit
interviews.
Keywords: industry involvement, capstone, peer review of teaching
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1. Objective of Course Portfolio
The objective of this course portfolio is two-fold: first, the portfolio serves as a method to increase the
effectiveness of the content delivered in class; second, the portfolio serves as a method to increase the
effective of course delivery. As an Asst. Professor of Practice, I have extensive experience working in the
construction industry, but I don’t have as much experience delivering content to students in higher
education. Since I started at UNL in the fall of 2017 I have attempted to participate most opportunities to
increase my pedagogical skills and effectiveness as an instructor. I applied for and was pleased to be
accepted into the Peer Review of Teaching Project for the fall of 2021.

2. Benchmark Memo 1: Course Description
2.1. Description of the Course
I am an Asst. Professor of Practice in the construction management department of The Durham School in
the College of Engineering at the University of Nebraska – Lincoln. (Construction management is a
professional service that uses specialized, project management techniques to oversee the planning, design,
and construction of a project, from its inception to its completion). I selected the CNST 498 Senior
Capstone Project for the Peer Review of Teaching Project. The students take this class their graduating
semester and it ties many of the concepts from previous classes into a semester long final project with
interim deliverables. The students form mock-construction companies made up of groups of four or five
students. This class is taught in both the fall and spring semesters and is 2.5 hours, one day per week.
(Approx. enrollment: fall = 20 students, spring = 40 students)
This class builds on what was taught previously in our program and only of a portion of the material in
this class is being presented to the students for the first time. This class is used to confirm student
understanding of previous concepts and to tie those concepts together. This course matches the goals of
the department and the College of Engineering by covering many topics of The Complete Engineer
initiative as well as providing insight into tasks the students will complete in industry. “The Complete
Engineer initiative provides opportunities for all members of the College of Engineering to focus on and
develop six core competencies: inclusive excellence, communication, self-management and leadership,
civic responsibility, teamwork, and professionalism and ethics.” (The Complete Engineering Initiative ,
2021) This course addresses the following competencies: communication, self-management and
leadership, teamwork, and professionalism and ethics.
2.2. Reason for Selecting the Course
I chose this course as I was a co-instructor since 2017. I took over the class in spring of 2021 but want to
make it mine. The general structure of the class is acceptable, but I feel that more time needs to be taken
to accurately map out the goals and learning objectives of the course. I participated in the backwards
design workshop class conducted by Tareq Daher with the ECEC in 2019 and thought the process was
helpful for one of my lower-level classes. I would like to apply the same techniques to this upper-level
senior Capstone class.
I want to use this process to develop specific goals and learning objectives and not just use the
information provided by the previous instructor. The assessment techniques are acceptable for the

semester long project, but I would like to add more activities during the semester to encourage in-class
participation. I increased the number of in-class active learning activities last semester, but would also
like to increase these for next semester to have a minimum of one activity each class period. I will also
conduct a thorough update for all assessment techniques.
I want to go more in-depth with a topic to the class previously reviewed briefly: post award construction
activities. I spent three weeks during the spring of 2021 covering these topics, but I would like to further
develop learning objectives, content, and assessment methods.
I taught this class completely by myself during the spring of 2021. I like to do this to ensure that I can
produce all of the class content without relying on others. However, I also feel the involving industry
partners in classroom is very beneficial to student learning, if managed properly. I would like to spend
time to analyze how to best utilize industry partners throughout the semester. I am teaming with a local
Lincoln general contractor, Hausmann Construction, this semester. I will be teaming with Kiewit to
highlight the construction of the new College of Engineering building, Kiewit Hall, in spring of 2021.
2.3. Key Goals of the Portfolio
Key goals:
1. I want to use the course portfolio for future semesters and to help update the class moving forward.
2. I would also like to obtain more industry involvement from local contractors and this portfolio with
be used to set the guideline for future industry involvement.
3. Our department is looking into turning this into a two-semester class. This course portfolio will be
used as a jumping off point for that exercise.
4. The course portfolio will be a broad overview of the entire course. I will focus on goals, learning
objectives, and assessment techniques.
2.4 Course Goals and Objectives
Summary: Student will learn how project owner’s award construction projects and what steps
construction companies must take in order for owners to award them work. Once the owner awards a
construction project to a construction company there are many activities that need to occur. Students will
evaluate the different project management techniques to successfully execute and complete the project.
General goals: Once complete with the class students will understand how construction companies obtain
construction projects to work on and the steps required to compete against other companies to be awarded
work. Students will be provided construction documents and they have to create a project proposal
consisting of: estimated construction cost, proposed construction schedule, project management plans,
staffing plans, project management techniques, etc. The students will create a written proposal and
conduct a presentation for judgement by an industry panel which mimics the project selection process of
project owners in industry.
Goals from Class Syllabus:
1. As a student project team, create an industry level quality deliverable that responds to a request for
qualification and a request for proposal issued by a project owner for a commercial construction
project. (This will be broken down into detailed learning objectives.)

2. As a student project team, create a project management plan and evaluate project management
techniques to execute post-award construction activities, ensure project completion, and conduct a
successful project turnover to the owner. (This will be broken down into detailed learning objectives.)

5. Benchmark Memo 2: Teaching Methods/Course Materials/Course Activities
5.1. Teaching Methods Used
This class is our senior level capstone class and is taught in one, 2.5-hour class session. The class is
structed so the students are in five person teams, and they create mock construction companies that will
spend 2/3’s of the semester responding to a request for proposal (RFP) and 1/3 of the semester learning
post project award. The RFP will be based on a real-world project that has previously been constructed.
We will use the same documents in class that the companies used to prepare their actual RFP response.
Since this is the capstone class, I don’t spend a lot of time delivering new content. We will review content
from other classes and explain the relevance and how it fits into the bigger picture of the construction
process.
Proposed approx. breakdown of class:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prof. Lecture: 30%
Guest – Consultant presentations: 10%
Guest – General Contractor presentations: 20%
Panel Discussions: 20%
Group activities: 15%
Site Visits: 5%

Teaching Methods Used:
•
•
•

•
•

•

Standard lecture by Prof.
Provide and review example deliverables from industry
Group activities and discussions
o Case study on ethics
o Case study on preconstruction
o Schedule example projects
Content assistance from outside general contractor, Hausmann Construction.
o New for this semester.
Presentations from outside consultants
o Proposals
o Presentations
In-class student group presentations
o RFQ – Request for Qualifications
o RFP – Request for Proposal

The main difference between this class last semester and this semester in the added involvement from the
outside general contractor. It will be interesting to see if their level of interest and engagement is
maintained throughout the semester. My initial take is their “day job” might pull then away from

effectively participating. However, as noted, I previously produced all the class content and I am not
“relying” on the industry partner. My goal this semester is to see if they increase the effectiveness of the
material delivery and understanding. Consultant presentations, contractor presentations, and panel
discussions will also be used to highlight professionalization and communication issues students might
face heading into the construction industry. Their real-world experience allows students to directly apply
their knowledge to the capstone project.
I measure student learning by having three large deliverables throughout the semester with the chance to
resubmit all documents at the end of the semester. Each deliverable is graded. Approx. 1 week before the
deliverable is due, I will have a working session with each group to determine the progress and ensure
they are on the correct path. This allows me to observe their progress and get a better understanding of
which group members are producing which content.
5.2. Course Material and Activities
I don’t use many out of class activities in this class. Since we use real world construction projects, we will
have a job site visit. The project for this semester in the new UNL Gymnastics facility on Innovation
Campus. I also have the students visit a different job site later in the semester to discuss post project
award.
I highly encourage the groups to schedule outside of class group work sessions. I will attend the sessions,
if requested.
As noted, this class is based on an actual construction project. All material used in class is from industry
and is what they will use in the future. We will also use the actual construction bids provided by the
subcontractors to the general contractor so the students can price up the work as they will in industry.
I also provide many examples of deliverables from industry so the students have a good idea of what the
finished product should look.
5.3. Rational and Link to Broader Curriculum
I want the students to be exposed to the specific items they will see once they enter industry. As I tell my
students, I don’t want their most stressful day to be your first day on the job. I should be pushing the
students in their classes so it mimics what they will experience when they enter industry.
I also want the students to gain a better understanding of what activities the various construction
professionals perform. This semester I will have the project managers, superintendents, and project
engineers from Hausmann in the classroom explain what they do. I am also from industry, but since I
have Prof. in my title the students tend to forget that I did what I am teaching.
I feel that by changing projects and companies each semester it helps keep the class current and helps the
students keep up with the constantly changing construction industry. For example, the impacts of
COVID-19 on construction projects was a main topic during our panel discussions.
Since this is the department’s capstone class, it builds on all previous classes. This class is where we try
to wrap all previous concepts into one semester long project.

I am preparing my students to be successful beyond graduation by having them work on actual projects
that have been taken from industry.
This class also exposes students to the process used by construction companies to obtain work
(preconstruction). Not all students will work in preconstruction departments, but they need to know the
level of effort that is required to get new projects and keep the company “doors open.”

6. Benchmark Memo 3: Analysis of Student Learning
6.1. Methods
As previously discussed, CNST 489 is the senior level capstone class in the construction management
department. I co-taught the class from fall of 2017 to fall of 2020. I took over the class in the Spring of
2021 and taught it for the second time in the fall of 2021. The main difference in teaching this class
during the fall of 2021 and earlier semesters is the amount of industry participation in the classroom. This
portfolio will help create a benchmark for the course as well as determining the effectiveness of the
industry participation in the classroom through the eyes of the students.
Once available, the standard course evaluation scores will be used to compare the course mechanics
between the spring 2021 and fall 2021 semesters.
To gauge the effectiveness of the industry involvement in the classroom, a student survey administered
through Canvas was used to gain additional insight using open ended questions and Likert scale
questions.
The students were asked the following Likert scale questions (strongly agree, agree, neither agree or
disagree, disagree, or strongly disagree):
1. Not just for this class but think about your college career when answering this question. I feel that
having industry in the classroom is beneficial to my learning experience.
2. I feel that having industry in the classroom for the senior level capstone class is beneficial to my
learning experience.
3. I feel that having the industry participate in the class sessions made the classes more effective than
Prof. Barrows covering the topics.
4. I would have liked to have industry involved in more of the class sessions.
The following open-ended questions were asked:
1. If you feel Hausmann could be more involved in the class, please list a few ideas on how I should
involve them.
2. Which sessions did you fell were the best?
3. Provide specific examples on how the three industry sessions could be improved.
4. Please list any other thoughts in having the industry involved in Capstone. Both positive and
negative.
The survey results are presented below, and an analysis of the course evaluation will be complete in the
future once they are available.

It is important to note that I have previously used industry in this class, but to a lessor extent. Please refer
to the table below which details which portions of the class involved industry participation and which
class sessions previously used industry. The main change for the fall 2021 semester was involving
industry in the “post project award” section of the class. I previously taught these class sessions during
the previous semester and the content was added during the spring 2021 semester. The format of these
classes changed from my initial plan at the beginning of the semester. Originally, I had planned on the
industry partners presenting content to the class. However, this morphed into a two-part class session with
the first part being a 30 min to one-hour long panel discussion that I facilitated. During the second part of
class I presented content that was applicable to the topic of the panel discussion.

6.2. Summary of Results and Analysis of Student Learning
The class had 22 students enrolled and 21 students completed the survey. The survey was administered on
Canvas was not anonymous.
Overall the survey responses indicated that the students fell having industry in class is effective.
Response to student survey. Likert scale questions:

Excerpts of response from open ended questions with a focus on general concerns and not session specific
items:
Question: “If you feel Hausmann could be more involved in the class, please list a few ideas on how I
should involve them.”
•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

I would like for maybe towards end of semester to have a full class period or two about what to
expect going into your first job and what you start off doing if your nervous about not knowing
enough and things about starting out what to expect.
I think if the site visits were increased, it would’ve been more interesting. Maybe three times for
the duration of the semester would be enough. It doesn’t need to be the same project, but maybe
focusing on different aspects of the construction. Although it might be a big deal in terms of
safety, and a burden for Hausmann.
I believe that Hausmann had a good level of involvement throughout the semester.
More superintendent items.
Have class at their office/take a field trip to their office to see how they work.
I enjoyed for the most part the Hausmann sessions, however, different companies do things in
their own way. I'm not sure if this would have even been an option but I think it would be
beneficial if we were able to hear from several different companies instead of just one.
Having industry in class was fine, but having them every class with such a dominant role was
distracting and took away from the class as a whole.
I feel that Hausmann was involved a good amount. I do not have any suggestions for how they
could be more involved within the course.
I think that their involvement was enough.
I feel that the amount of presentations that Hausmann did was pretty good. All their information
was pretty great and helpful.
Depended on the presenter, but overall I enjoyed having their input. Especially from those who
were in our shoes not so long ago.
For RFP, RFQ, Daily Log, Bid day activities, etc I would like to have seen more from Huasmann
and the people there that do that and walk us through it instead of examples.

•
•

I feel they were involved a good amount, the main issue was them covering or talking about
things we have heard many times.
I think the involvement was good.

Question: “Please list any other thoughts in having the industry involved in Capstone. Both positive and
negative.”
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

I enjoyed having industry in class. It helps to give the students a real-world perspective when it
comes to the topics being discussed in class. Site tours were a plus. Seeing the work in action was
a positive experience and gave us the chance to get eyes on stuff some of us haven't seen.
I think we need more field representatives coming to class
More superintendent topics.
"More site visits: it is always good to see different sites to learn and see what works and how
different jobs work.
Two class periods instead of one.
I wish we focused more on the actual project tasks in class and had a little more guidance
throughout, but the industry involvement would be a nice change of pace every once in a while.
Don't have industry involved and teach a course similar to estimating but with post awards. Leave
industry out of the classroom, this is what internships are for and I learned most of what they
were saying from my internships. Maybe instead of bringing in industry, maybe create an
internship grade that forces the student to have a job/internship and give them a grade for that.
Having industry in the classroom provides a very broad presentation however doesn't provide any
specific lessons or disciplines
Bring in a diverse group of companies rather than just one.
Three to five industry sessions is a perfect amount. Prof. Barrows knowledge is very helpful as
well.
I felt that the quantity of information that Hausmann provided was very helpful.
Having Hausmann was great. I think it might be a good idea to diversify the companies that come
in and talk, so we get a chance to compare and contrast the similarities and core construction
ideas, and how they are implemented at each company.
Would like to have seen the project (Devaney sports center) during a school trip. In future try to
organize that experience through university or Hausmann.
I thought it was super beneficial to us to have an industry perspective. I really enjoyed the field
consideration.
They helped the students understand what other companies do from their end. All companies are
different so have that perspective helped.

7. Summary
7.1. Course Reflection
Overall, my thoughts before reading the student feedback were that the additional industry involvement in
the classroom was positive and didn’t detract from class. However, I often worry if the students feel as if
the industry is being used as a “crutch” that I must rely on. I am also concerned that it can “water down”
the content that I deliver. After reading through the student responses most students felt that the level of

industry involvement was acceptable and beneficial. It is important to note that one student didn’t feel
that having industry involvement was a benefit. This came from an older, non-traditional student that has
years of experience in the construction industry through internships.
I enjoyed completing the FIRST/Peer Review of Teaching process over the summer and fall semester and
appreciate the opportunity to be involved. I have taken away many valuable lessons that I will implement
going forward in my teaching career.
7.2. Plans for Future Courses and Planned Changes
I teach this course each semester and plan on implementing some of the suggestions I received from the
students this semester. Next semester my industry partner will be Kiewit and our semester project will be
the construction of Kiewit Hall. Based on the student feedback a majority of the class structure will
remain as it, but the changes I plan on implementing are:
•
•
•
•

Additional project site visits.
Involve more companies than just the main semester partner.
Increase the amount of field/superintendent topics discussed during post award construction.
Increase industry involvement with the activities, such as bid day.

8. Appendices
8.1. Syllabus

Capstone
CNST 489
Fall Semester 2021 (Document Date: 8/18/21)
(Subject to change due to COVID-19 requirements)
Thursday, 2:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m., Nebraska Hall 188
Instructors:

Matthew Barrows, Assistant Professor of Practice

Office:

Durham School of Architectural Engineering and Construction
Nebraska Hall 113

Department Phone:

(402) 472-3742, ask for Josh Sterns

Cell Phone:

(720) 841-8211

Email:

mbarrows@unl.edu

Office Hours:

Take a chance by dropping by or make email appointment. I am usually in my office
and have and open-door policy.

Catalog Description:
Execution of a construction project involving conceptual design and location, estimating, bidding,
site layout, construction organization, planning and scheduling, cost controls, records
management, and project completion and documentation.

Course Goals:
1) Student groups will form mock construction companies that will evaluate and analyze
construction documents from industry partners to:
a. Create a professional response to a Request for Qualifications (RFQ).
b. Create a professional response to a Request for Proposal (RFP).
c. Create documents to manage post award construction activities.
2) During the semester, students will interact with industry professionals from a local general
contractor to gain a better understanding of the project engineer, project manager, and
superintendent roles and the activities they perform.

Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course students will be able to:
a. Set up a mock construction company by determining the company parameters and
defining the roles of a project team
b. Understand and analyze the components of various industry example RFQs and RFPs to
understand what is required for a complete response.
c. Explain project delivery methods and understand and how they affect the RFP response.

d. Explain the contractual relationship between parties within different contract delivery
methods.
e. Apply tools and techniques from outside proposal and presentation consultants to
effectively respond to RFQs and RFPs.
f.

Prepare a complete response to an RFQ, consisting of the following components:
o
o

Create a full RFQ response consisting of company history, locations, past project
experience, team member resumes, references, and other required information.
Create a presentation to be given to an industry panel responding to an RFQ

g. Prepare a complete response to an RFP, including the components listed below.
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o

Conduct constructability and design review of construction documents.
Create self-perform estimates for concrete and other requested scopes of work.
Understand direct vs. indirect cost and who is the responsible party
Analyze and price general conditions and overhead costs
Analyze, compare, and summarize subcontractor bids to determine the lowest,
most qualified bidder.
Create a preliminary construction schedule
Create a cash flow diagram and S-curve using a cost loaded schedule
Prepare a site logistics plan and price general conditions accordingly.
Compile subcontractor bids, internal costs, general conditions, overhead, and
profit to determine the complete estimated cost of a commercial construction
project. Subcontractor bids will be provided to simulate a “hard bid” process.
Create a presentation to be given to an industry panel responding to an RFP
Understand and analyze typical contracts used between the GC/owner and the
GC/subcontractor
Evaluate and modify American Institute of Architects (AIA) contracts to meet the
requirements of the RFP.

h. Post Award Construction Activities:
o Gain an understanding of the buyout process. Conduct mock buyout meeting and
create a list of questions to be asked at a buyout meeting.
o Understand construction document management through certification in Procore
at the student level. Analyze the importance of proper project document
management
o Create subcontracts by evaluating subcontractor bids and preparing accurate
scopes of work. Create subcontract tracking log and update.
o Analyze subcontracts with a focus on dispute resolution clauses between the
general contractor and subcontractor.
o Understand the material procurement process (shop drawing and submittal
process) and evaluate scopes of work to determine material lead time.
o Create material procurement logs to track submittals.
o Understand the owner change order process and create owner change orders.
o Understand the subcontractor change order process and create subcontractor
change orders.
o Understand the pay application process for general contractors and
subcontractors. Create an owner pay application.

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Understand and be able to apply effective communication skills to communicate
with different types of construction professionals.
Conduct case studies where students analyze real world project issues and
evaluate how to address the issue through the subcontract clauses.
Conduct case studies where students analyze real world project issues and
evaluate their ethical impact.
Understand (at a high level) job cost accounting.
Understand typical project meetings and understand what information if review at
each.
Create daily logs.
Conduct job site safety inspection walks and create an inspection report.
Analyze project status during construction to determine if a project is on schedule
Understand the requirements of project closeout

Required Text / Supplemental Materials
Required Text: N/A
Recommended Text/Supplemental Materials:
a. All required items will be posted to Canvas throughout the semester.
b. RS Means Online – email Josh Sterns to obtain access: jsterns2@unl.edu
Course Structure / Format
This course will be taught in-person on the Lincoln campus. All students are expected to attend
in-person, unless there are UNL approved circumstances that won’t allow in-person attendance.
Course Schedule: Refer to attachment
Class Participation
You are encouraged to participate in class and engage in class discussions. The
class participation score will be based on the discretion of the instructor.
Attendance (subject to change due to COVID-19 requirements)
Punctuality, class attendance, participation, and preparation reflect your
professionalism. If you enter class late, you will be considered absent.
Unavoidable absences must be reported to the instructor or the Department
Office prior to the absence. You will be allowed a maximum of two unexcused
absence for the whole semester. The 3rd unexcused absence thereafter will result
in a 5% percentage point deducted from your final grade. The 4th unexcused
absence will result in the student receiving a failing final semester grade (F).
Advanced notification of a necessary absence in the event of an emergency is
expected. As there is no way to duplicate class activities and discussion, it is
essential you attend every class.
Cheating and Academic Honesty
See below for additional information. Please note that Prof. Barrows implements a zero-tolerance
policy regarding cheating and using the work of others. All work submitted must be your original
work. If violate the UNL Student Code of Conduct you will receive a failing final semester grade
(F).

Assessments:

Final grades will be determined based upon the following (The point breakdown is subject to
change at the instructor’s direction. Refer to Canvas for the most up to date information.):

pts

%

Deliverable #1 - Documents

70

15%

Group - RFQ Company presentation

40

8%

Deliverable #2 - Documents

90

19%

Deliverable #3 - Documents

70

15%

Final Document Submission
(Resubmission)

40

8%

Final RFP Presentation to Industry Panel

80

17%

Outlines - Group tasks - 4 @ 5 points

20

4%

Procore - Student Certification

25

5%

Misc. Quizzes and Activities

10

2%

Peer Evaluation and Instructor's
Discretion

30

6%

475

100%

Assessment Technique

Other grading notes:
• No late work will be accepted, except as noted above.
• No extra credit will be given, except at the instructors’ discretion.
• Scores and feedback for all assessments can be accessed at any time using the Grades
section of the LMS (Canvas)

Grading Scale (subject to change at the discretion of the instructor)
Letter Grade

Percentage

Letter Grade

Percentage

A+

97 - 100%

C

74 – 76.9%

A

94 – 96.9%

C-

70 – 73.9%

A-

90 – 93.9%

D+

67 – 69.9%

B+

87 – 89.9%

D

64 – 66.9%

B

84 – 86.9%

D-

60 – 63.9%

B-

80 – 83.9%

F

< 60%

C+

77 – 79.9%

Classroom Expectations
Students are expected to arrive on time to class meetings. I expect students to come to class
well prepared, meaning readings and other assignments have been completed before class
time. Students are expected to be respectful of their classmates and the instructor. Distracting
and/or disrespectful behaviors will not be tolerated.

Cell Phones, Mobile Devices, Laptops
Students are welcome to use cell phones, mobile devices, and/or laptops in class provided they
are used for academic purposes such as note taking, accessing course materials, or
researching course concepts and their use does not disrupt fellow classmates. Please silence
devices if at all possible. If you should receive a phone call or text, please step outside to
respond. DO NOT take pictures or video during class without prior permission. Cell phones,
mobile devices, and/or laptops are not to be used to complete in class assignments, such as
quizzes and exams, unless noted otherwise.

Technology Requirements
Students will be expected to have frequent access to a Microsoft Windows based computer with
a stable internet connection, as all course material not deliver in person will be posted on the
LMS (Canvas).
Students may be required to use Bluebeam, Word, Excel, OnScreen Takeoff, PlanSwift, Asta
Powerproject, VidGrid, Zoom meetings, Microsoft Teams, and other programs as necessary. All
of the software will be available to students in the computer labs. Students may be required to
access RS Means online.
Students will be required to have a camera connected to their computer so they can capture
video.

Professionalism and Civility
You are expected to exhibit professional behavior that demonstrates respect for the learning
environment. This includes being on time for class, maintaining attention/alertness during class,
and refraining from use of technology except as it relates to instructor-directed in-class activities
pertinent to the class in session. Cell phones must be silenced and put away while in the
classroom. Net surfing, reading emails, working on assignments for other classes, etc. are not
permitted during class time as a courtesy to your fellow students and instructor. It is each
student’s responsibility to monitor your own behavior and wakefulness.

Your work is expected to adhere to professional standards in terms of spelling, grammar, use of
first-person language consistent with IDEA standards, appropriate APA-formatted citations of
work derived from another source, and timeliness.

UNL Student Code of Conduct ( https://studentconduct.unl.edu/student-code-conduct)
Students are expected to adhere to the UNL Student Code of Conduct. “The community of
scholars at the University of Nebraska Lincoln is dedicated to personal growth and academic
excellence. By choosing to join the community, each member agrees to comply with certain
standards of civilized behavior; and therefore, the University of Nebraska Lincoln adopts this
Student Code of Conduct, in order that it might: 1) promote a campus environment that
supports its educational, research, and outreach missions; 2) protect the members of the
community and its resources from disruption and harm; 3) provide a guide to appropriate
individual and group behavior; and 4) foster ethical standards and civic virtues, all in keeping
with the STUDENT STATEMENT OF VALUES

Academic Integrity (see the UNL Student Code of Conduct)
Students will receive a grade of zero on any assignment where the instructor determines
that there is credible evidence of academic dishonesty. Any finding(s) of academic
dishonesty and sanction(s) will be reported to the UNL Dean of Students. Acts of academic
dishonesty include, but are not limited to, the following: cheating, fabrication or falsification,
plagiarism, abuse of academic materials, complicity in academic dishonesty, falsifying grade
reports, impermissible collaboration, and misrepresentation to avoid academic work. See the
UNL Student Code of Conduct for further information.

Requests for Accommodations for Disability (http://www.unl.edu/ssd/home)
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln is committed to a pluralistic campus community through
Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. We assure reasonable accommodation under the
Americans with Disabilities Act. Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact me for a
confidential discussion of their individual needs for academic accommodation. lt is the policy of
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to provide flexible and individualized accommodation to
students with documented disabilities that may affect their ability to fully participate in course
activities or to meet course requirements. To receive accommodation services, students must
be registered with the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) office, 232 Canfield
Administration, 472-3787 (voice) or 472-0053 (TTY). It is the responsibility of the student
requiring accommodation to be proactive in contacting the instructor for a confidential
discussion of their individual needs, and to provide relevant documentation from the SSD.

Weather Emergencies (http://emergency.unl.edu/unlalert)
The decision to close the University because of severe weather or other reasons shall be made
by the Chancellor. The Director of University Communications will notify radio and television
stations and other appropriate media. Every effort will be made to have closedown information

in the news media by 6:00 a.m. for day classes and by 2:00 p.m. for night classes. During an
emergency, the UNL community and public will receive information through the web and
news media as well as by email and text through

Safety
General emergency information can be found on the UNL police department website at
http://www.unl.edu/emergency/. Faculty and students are strongly encouraged to sign up for
the UNL Text Alert system, which provides messages during emergency situations. Sign-up
can be completed at: http://emergency.unl.edu/unlalert
The phone number for UNL police is 402-472-2222. If there is an immediate emergency, dial
911.
The following is a list of topics that may require action. Preparation is the best way to manage
emergency situations. Please consider reviewing the policies and procedures for the following
possible incidents each semester:
•
•
•
•

Tornado: http://emergency.unl.edu/procedure/tornado
Fire: http://emergency.unl.edu/procedure/fire
Active Shooter: http://emergency.unl.edu/procedure/shooting-incident
Shots Fired: http://emergency.unl.edu/shotsfired

Continuity of Instruction
If face-to-face classes are officially suspended due to a pandemic or other catastrophe, I will
strive to continue instruction to those that can participate. If face-to-face classes are suspended,
you will receive an email from me and I will post a Canvas Announcement that details how we
will communicate and what you can expect during the time that classes are suspended.
Students should check these sources regularly for course information.

Caveat
This syllabus represents a written contractual agreement between us. Occasionally, it may be
necessary to revise the syllabus to meet students’ or university’s needs. The instructor reserves
the right to revise this syllabus if the need arises.
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